WAR AGAINST ROBBERY AND MURDER

most barbarous murder, but was unable to fathom the
mystery. While the justice was meditating over the cause
and cure of the growing evil, he had a conversation with
the Bishop of Worcester, under whose encouragement he
published, on April 13,* "Examples of the Interposition of
Providence in the Detection and Punishment of Murder/'
This is a small pamphlet to be slipped into the pocket,
appropriately dedicated to its sponsor and containing
thirty-odd tragical stories to illustrate how "the most
dreadful crime of murder" is very sure to be detected
through some miraculous act of Gk>d, if the conscience of
the murderer does not first betray him. Here we have
Fielding, the perfectly orthodox preacher, attributing, as
in "The Covent-Grarden Journal," the increase of murders
to a "general neglect (I wish I could not say contempt) of
religion, which hath within these few years so fatally over-
spread this whole nation"; and avowing his belief in por-
tents and ghosts sent from heaven as a last resort to
frighten the murderer into confession before the arrival of
that awful day when, standing before "an offended Al-
mighty," he shall be confronted by Ms victim,-"in the pres-
ence of all the Host of Heaven," and have justice demanded
against his miserable soul. Fielding's instances to prove
that murder will out, were taken from many sources, of
which he cited a favourite book once mentioned in "Jona-
than Wild"; it is "The Triumphs of (rod's Eevenge
against the Crying and Execrable Sin of Wilful and Pre-
meditated Murther," a popular compilation made by John
Reynolds, a merchant of Exeter back in the seventeenth
century. In truth, Fielding's pamphlet is a sort of chap-
book drawn from the old merchant's long treatise, supple-
mented by modern instances such as the cases of Mary
Blandy and Elizabeth Jeffries, who were hanged in the
spring of this very year. On the title-page Fielding asserts

* Announced for that day in "The Covent-Garden Journal/' April 11, 1752.
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